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; BOUT three Years ‘ago, feveral Gen- 
tlemen of liberal Education and great 
Examples, as well as diiigent Promoters 
of Learning, Perfons of Leifure, ealy in 

their Fortunes, and free from the Impediments of 

a Family, became aequainted ; and growing. intt- 

mate in Friendfhip, as Men of the fame Taite, 

Intereft and Inclinations quickly do, often held oc- 

cafional Meetings for their routual Satisfattion ind 

Improvement, by a free Communication. of their 

Sentiments on Subjeéts of Pislofophy and polite 

Literature. At length, at one of their Meetings, 

Sir Euftace Locker, a Gentlerian much efteem’d by 

thereft, acquainted them, that he had jomething 

fingular to propofe to them; and the Company 
being very curious to know wi at it was, he deli- 


ve) . > 4 Cc 
verd himielf at large, as follows, 


‘ GENTLEMEN, You, who are acquainted with 
¢ Books, may remember, as wellas I, what we 
¢ are told of Pythagoras 5 that when he had tra- 
¢ vell’d thro’ Egypt and “ffyna, and by acquainting 
* himfelf with the Doctrines and C 
‘learned Sages, h’d | 


suitoms of ther 
is Mind with 
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had enric! 
‘ Variety of Science, and the mot « 
‘ cepts and Rules of Life, he tounded a College 
Sin Calaliva, for cultivating the Minds, and regu 
‘lating the Manners of Youth, which was after- 
“wards calld the fete’ School. 

. Among other wit. initirutions, bel Ving that 
‘ Solitude much fivourd the Defign of philofo- 


phical and contemplative Men, he mitrated no 


Members Wito his SOCIC Ys {uch aS aly- 
. ftracted themfelves tr ym puts k Atrair , aban 
¢ don'dthe Purfuits of Prott and Vleafure, and 
‘ refolv’d’ no lonser to mincle h the World 
¢ And this wasthe firit Inicanc “led in Hi- 


‘ ftory of a Monaftick Life. | 
© The Effenes, a Sect among the Fews, folio 
ing this Example, for the more effectual Acqu: 
fition of Knowledge and Vertue, delerted 
Towns and populous Cities; and relinguiflin: 
alliC a, : ; h h hy fy Part of 
ati Commerce with the uly fat 


‘had their feparate Abodes in remote and un 
* frequented Places, 
Three ] 
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Mankind, 


‘In imitation of this retird Life, about the 
© third Century, feveral Chriftians that bi Bad | 
© the higheft Veneration of Religion, and aim’ 


“© at an exalted Degree of Sanctity and Devotion, 
§ to diftinguifh themfelyes from others, who 
Bs, es . . 
€ in their Judgment, by 


loofe and diforderly 
* Manners, debas’d the Dignity, and fullied the 
¢ divine Charaéter of a Chriftian, withdtawin 
© from Towns and Places of Concourfe, ehodaed 
* the Converfation of their Species, whence they 
‘ deriv’d the Appellation of Axchovites. 

‘ Thefe*Religious Itinerants, deftitute of Habi= 
‘ tations, amd ‘Without any Rules and Inftituti- 
‘ ons to form their Manners and regulate their 
* Lives, rov’d about the World vagous and un- 
€ epnfind, or repaid to wild and unpraétis’d 
¢*Mountains, vaft Woods or folitary Plains, where 
© they underwent innumerable Hardfhips and 
¢ painful Auiterities, and freely chofe the Curfe 
© of Nebuchadnezzar : Thefe Perfons muft have been 
‘ in very whimfical Circumitances, if not wholly 
‘ sovern’d by the fecret Influence of the Moon, 
‘ who preferring Rags to clean and decent Gar- 
‘ ments, and lonefome Caves to convenient Hou. 
‘ {es, were contented to live like wild Beaft 

whilft they pretended to Be exalted above the 
’ Race of Men : At length fome of thefe erratick 
« Saints, were firft collected intoa Body by Sr. 
¢ Penedi#t,, enclos’d in confecrated Walls, © and 
© yefcu’d from the Wildernefs, to be civilizd and 
‘ cultivated by resular Difcipline and prudent 
‘Inflitutions, 

‘After this Model numerous 
‘were foon erected; and the Mork: 
¢ Orders (a fertile Race of Men) 


Monafterics 
of various 
encr as’d ang 


. prop gated their Sp cies fo taft, that they 
2 ’ , 5 ‘ J 
© toon pe opled all Ch fre nAoMm. ge 1S rue, many 


Things may jutthy be obieced to the 5 ot ee, 
 thefe Relicious oocieties 5 yet when 

¢ | have refiected on the oreat Ady antages and Op- 
. portunities a fford: d by 2 retir'd | fe ’ 
*« Soul with gencrous Sentiments 


Statutes of 
»tomnf{pire the 
and Divine Pail 


‘ ons, toaugment and refine our Ideas, and elevate 
the Mind to the oreateft Heichts of Se; nk nd 
° Vertue, I hav C otren WW hd to be a Vlemby )] 
j . 
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& Lay-Monafiery, that fhould not be liable to any 
¢ jut Objection, where the Fraternity might be 
‘Gentiemen difingag’d from Bufinefs, zealous in 
¢ the Interefts of Learning and Morality, and, in 
‘ fhort, adorn’d with the Qualifications, which 
«(my felf excepted) all the individuals of this 
« Company eminent!y poffefs. For this Reafon 
« my Propofal is, ‘That we fhould form our felves 
¢ into fuch a Monaflick Society 5 that being fepa- 
¢ rated from the Crowd, and deliver’d from the 
« Noife and Strife of the Bufy, we may with 
‘ greater Succefs purfue our Improvements, and 
¢ enjoy the Satisfaction of Friendfhip in Retire- 
« ment. 

‘1 do not, continu’d Sir Eufface, expect a pre- 
¢ fent Anfwer, but recommend the Propotal to be 
¢ confider’d, and will wait till our next Meeting 
‘for your deliberate Opinion; at which Time 
if you approve theScheme, you will fuggeft fuch 
Statutes and Rules as you think-proper for our 
© Lay-Convert. 

At another Meeting, not long after, Sir Exjtace 
refuming his Difcourfe, continwd: ‘ I prefume, 
< Gentlemen, you have well weigh’d the Project 
* I propos’d to you, when we were laft afemblied: 
¢« And, methinks, :f ever there was a Seafon that 
invited to a folitary Life, it 1s this: For, be- 
fides the Charms that, in my Opinion, are al- 
ways to be found in Quiet and Retirement, you 
fee how the Freedom of Corveriation is at pre- 
fent fufpended, and every where perplex’d with 
Party-Difputes 5 fo that a Man can nardly go into 
a promiicuous Company, but he will either fee 
them look upon one another with Coldnefs and 

i ‘ ‘ 
Sufpicion, or whifpering to know who that Gen- 
tleman is, before they will open their Minds ; 
or elfe they are all inflam’d, and in a Ferment, 
and the whole Company appears as if you fhou’d 
co into the ‘Theatre at the laft Act of a Tra- 
“e«edys; and without knowing what pafs’d be- 
‘fore, fhou’d think, as any Man wou’d, that 
he Aétors all talk’d like Men out of their Sen- 
s. This 1s fo much our Cafe, that I hope it 
“is your Opinion as well as mine, that our Inte- 
< relt engages us to retreat from fuch difagreeable 
‘ Company, and form a private Society, where 
“we may keep an undifturb’d Poffeffion of our 
« felves, enioy the Satisfaction of vertuous Friend- 
‘ fhip, and the inexpreflible Advantages of unin- 
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‘rerrupted Freedom. [have a Houle not far from 
‘the Town, which feems every way convenient 
¢ for this Purpofe, and which (if your Sentiments 
‘ agree with mine) is at your Service. 

After a little Difcourfe, the whole Company 
expre{s’d their Approbation of this Propofal, and 
thank’d the Knight for his generous Offer. Then 
the Laws and Orders for the new Convent came 
under Deliberation 5; and the principal Inftitutions 
agreed upon were thefe that follow. 
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‘raternity fhall be affembled 
Weeks and that every Member pie twig in 
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nan Eilayin Writing on what Subiect him- 
chuie, tor promoting of Learning, Vertuc, 
P. sor the Nnowledge of Human Nature, to 





be communicated to the reft, of which one fhall be 
read at every Meeting 5 and when the Members 
have defcanted upon it, and made their Objections 
it fhall be corrected where the Majority think fit ; 
and when written out fair, be committed to the 
Cuftody of the Secretary, and repofited in the 
Archives of the Convent. 


Il. That none fhall enter into any Difcourfes ox 
Debates about Affairs of State, nor communicate to 
the Affembly any Effay upon Politicks and Govern- 
ment; the Gentlemen being of different Opinions 
in thefe Points, this Order was made to prevent 
Difputes and Party-Animofities, that at leaft one 
britifo Society might live in Tranquility, and not 


be diftraéted and divided againft it felf. 
lil. ‘That all the Members shall live a fingle 


Life, tho’a Vow ef Ceelibacy is impos’d on none 5 
but if any one is pleas’d to marry, his Relation 
to the Fraternity ceafes, and another is to be cho- 
fen im his Room. : 


IV. That no Member fhall lie under any Con- 
{traint to continue in the Fraternity, but fhall have 
his Difmatiion whenever he defires it; this Society 
being declard free and voiuntary. 


V. That a new Member fhall be elected upon 
the Deceafe or Difmiflion of any of the old within 
Ten Days. 


1 . ms 

Thefe Rules being eftablifh’d, they proceeded 
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to the Choice of a Secretary; which Honour fell 
upon me, the leait worthy of the Number. 

Ina fhort ‘Vime we repair’d to our Lay-Convent, 
where Apartments and ali Conveniencies were pro- 
vided tor our Keception. Here we purfu’d with 
ereat Alacrity and VPileafure the End of our So- 
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ciety, thi avout Ten Days fince Sit Anjtdce at one 
of our Conventions mov’d, That for the Enter- 
tainment of others, fome of our Effiys fhould go 
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abroad. | made fome Objections to it 3 but the 
Motion was well receiv’d by the major Part; and 
after a fhort Debate, the Fraternity came to the 
oll ei on, 

following Retolution 


Refolv d, 

That Mr. Jacob Ravenferoft, ove of the Members 
and Secretary of this Society be empower'd, and he is 
hereby empower dy to print and publi fr, cr caufe to be 
printed and publ faa, every Week three of our Effays et 
ther in Profe or Verfe, and any Conferences that foal! pafs 
in the Soctety, or any Papers that foall be jens to its 
as he 


fall eudee #t 
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And this Refelution was Enter’d and 
Regifter'd accordiigly. 


This Paper wll come out every Monday, Wednelday 
and iriuday, aid may be had at Mr. Harrifon’s by the 
Koy al Exchange 5 Mrs. Dodd’s avd Mrs. Boulter’! 
avithonut Temple-Bar ; aud Mrs, Bona’s at Charing- 
Crois. 
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by A. Baldwin a Warwick-Lane. 
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